The Twelfth Sunday after Trinity

Ecclesiasticus 15:11-20

Say not thou, It is through the Lord that I fell away: for thou oughtest not
to do the things that he hateth. Say not thou, He hath caused me to err: for he
hath no need of the sinful man. The Lord hateth all abomination; and they that
fear God love it not. He himself made man from the beginning, and left him in
the hand of his counsel; if thou wilt, to keep the commandments, and to
perform acceptable faithfulness. He hath set fire and water before thee: stretch
forth thy hand unto whether thou wilt. Before man is life and death; and
whether him liketh shall be given him. For the wisdom of the Lord is great,
and he is mighty in power, and beholdeth all things: and his eyes are upon
them that fear him, and he knoweth every work of man. He hath commanded
no man to do wickedly, neither hath he given any man licence to sin.

Psalm 139:1-5, 13 BCP 514

V. O LoORD, thou hast searched me out, and known me. * Thou knowest
my down-sitting, and mine uprising; thou understandest my thoughts long
before.

R. Thou art about my path, and about my bed; * and art acquainted with
all my ways.

V. For lo, there is not a word in my tongue, * but thou, O LORD, knowest
it altogether.

R. Thou hast beset me behind and before, * and laid thine hand upon me.

V. Such knowledge is too wonderful and excellent for me; * I cannot
attain unto it.

R. T will give thanks unto thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made:*
marvellous are thy works, and that my soul knoweth right well.

II Corinthians 3:4-9 BCP 206

Such trust have we through Christ to God-ward: not that we are sufficient
of ourselves to think any thing as of ourselves; but our sufficiency is of God;
who also hath made us able ministers of the new testament; not of the letter,
but of the spirit: for the letter killeth, but the spirit giveth life. But if the
ministration of death, written and engraven in stones, was glorious, so that the
children of Israel could not stedfastly behold the face of Moses for the glory of
his countenance; which glory was to be done away: how shall not the
ministration of the spirit be rather glorious? For if the ministration of
condemnation be glory, much more doth the ministration of righteousness
exceed in glory.

St. Mark 7:31-37 BCP 206

Jesus, departing from the coasts of Tyre and Sidon, came unto the sea of
Galilee, through the midst of the coasts of Decapolis. And they bring unto him
one that was deaf, and had an impediment in his speech; and they beseech him
to put his hand upon him. And he took him aside from the multitude, and put
his fingers into his ears, and he spit, and touched his tongue; and looking up to
heaven, he sighed, and saith unto him, Ephphatha, that is, Be opened. And
straightway his ears were opened, and the string of his tongue was loosed, and
he spake plain. And he charged them that they should tell no man: but the
more he charged them, so much the more a great deal they published it; and
were beyond measure astonished, saying, He hath done all things well: he
maketh both the deaf to hear, and the dumb to speak
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