
The Fifth Sunday after Trinity 
 
Ecclesiastes 2:1-11, 18-23 

I said in mine heart, Go to now, I will prove thee with mirth, therefore enjoy 
pleasure: and, behold, this also is vanity. I said of laughter, It is mad: and of mirth, 
What doeth it? I sought in mine heart to give myself unto wine, yet acquainting 
mine heart with wisdom; and to lay hold on folly, till I might see what was that 
good for the sons of men, which they should do under the heaven all the days of 
their life. I made me great works; I builded me houses; I planted me vineyards: 5: 
I made me gardens and orchards, and I planted trees in them of all kind of fruits: I 
made me pools of water, to water therewith the wood that bringeth forth trees: I 
got me servants and maidens, and had servants born in my house; also I had great 
possessions of great and small cattle above all that were in Jerusalem before me: I 
gathered me also silver and gold, and the peculiar treasure of kings and of the 
provinces: I gat me men singers and women singers, and the delights of the sons 
of men, as musical instruments, and that of all sorts. So I was great, and increased 
more than all that were before me in Jerusalem: also my wisdom remained with 
me. And whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my 
heart from any joy; for my heart rejoiced in all my labour: and this was my 
portion of all my labour. Then I looked on all the works that my hands had 
wrought, and on the labour that I had laboured to do: and, behold, all was vanity 
and vexation of spirit, and there was no profit under the sun. Yea, I hated all my 
labour which I had taken under the sun: because I should leave it unto the man 
that shall be after me. And who knoweth whether he shall be a wise man or a 
fool? yet shall he have rule over all my labour wherein I have laboured, and 
wherein I have shewed myself wise under the sun. This is also vanity. Therefore I 
went about to cause my heart to despair of all the labour which I took under the 
sun. For there is a man whose labour is in wisdom, and in knowledge, and in 
equity; yet to a man that hath not laboured therein shall he leave it for his portion. 
This also is vanity and a great evil. For what hath man of all his labour, and of the 
vexation of his heart, wherein he hath laboured under the sun? For all his days are 
sorrows, and his travail grief; yea, his heart taketh not rest in the night. This is 
also vanity. 

 
Psalm 63:1-8              BCP 414 

V. O GOD, thou art my God; * early will I seek thee. 
R. My soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh also longeth after thee, * in a 

barren and dry land where no water is. 
V. Thus have I looked for thee in the sanctuary, * that I might behold thy 

power and glory. 
R. For thy loving-kindness is better than the life itself: * my lips shall 

praise thee. 
V. As long as I live will I magnify thee in this manner, * and lift up my 

hands in thy Name. 

R. My soul shall be satisfied, even as it were with marrow and fatness, * 
when my mouth praiseth thee with joyful lips. 

V. Have I not remembered thee in my bed, * and thought upon thee when 
I was waking? 

R. Because thou hast been my helper; * therefore under the shadow of thy 
wings will I rejoice. 
 
I St. Peter 3:8-15a            BCP 195 
 Be ye all of one mind, having compassion one of another, love as brethren, 
be pitiful, be courteous: not rendering evil for evil, or railing for railing: but 
contrariwise blessing; knowing that ye are thereunto called, that ye should 
inherit a blessing. For he that will love life, and see good days, let him refrain 
his tongue from evil, and his lips that they speak no guile: let him eschew evil, 
and do good; let him seek peace, and ensue it. For the eyes of the Lord are 
over the righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers: but the face of the 
Lord is against them that do evil. And who is he that will harm you, if ye be 
followers of that which is good? But and if ye suffer for righteousness’ sake, 
happy are ye: and be not afraid of their terror, neither be troubled; but sanctify 
the Lord God in your hearts. 

 
St. Luke 5:1-11             BCP 196 
 It came to pass, that, as the people pressed upon him to hear the word of 
God, he stood by the lake of Gennesaret, and saw two ships standing by the 
lake: but the fishermen were gone out of them, and were washing their nets. 
And he entered into one of the ships, which was Simon’s, and prayed him that 
he would thrust out a little from the land. And he sat down, and taught the 
people out of the ship. Now when he had left speaking, he said unto Simon, 
Launch out into the deep, and let down your nets for a draught. And Simon 
answering said unto him, Master, we have toiled all the night, and have taken 
nothing: nevertheless at thy word I will let down the net. And when they had 
this done, they inclosed a great multitude of fishes: and their net brake. And 
they beckoned unto their partners, which were in the other ship, that they 
should come and help them. And they came, and filled both the ships, so that 
they began to sink. When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, 
saying, Depart from me; for I am a sinful man, O Lord. For he was astonished, 
and all that were with him, at the draught of the fishes which they had taken: 
and so was also James, and John, the sons of Zebedee, which were partners 
with Simon. And Jesus said unto Simon, Fear not; from henceforth thou shalt 
catch men. And when they had brought their ships to land, they forsook all, 
and followed him. 
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