Second Sunday After Easter

Isaiah 40:1-11

Comfort ye, comfort ye my people, saith your God. Speak ye comfortably
to Jerusalem, and cry unto her, that her warfare is accomplished, that her
iniquity is pardoned: for she hath received of the LorD's hand double for all
her sins. The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of
the LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley
shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the
crooked shall be made straight, and the rough places plain: And the glory of
the LoRD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of
the LORD hath spoken it. The voice said, Cry. And he said, what shall I cry? all
flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower of the field: The
grass withereth, the flower fadeth: because the spirit of the LoORD bloweth
upon it: surely the people is grass. The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but
the word of our God shall stand forever. O Zion, that bringest good tidings, get
thee up into the high mountain; O Jerusalem, that bringest good tidings, lift up
thy voice with strength; lift it up, be not afraid; say unto the cities of Judah,
Behold your God! Behold, the Lord Gob will come with strong hand, and his
arm shall rule for him: behold, his reward is with him, and his work before
him. He shall feed his flock like a shepherd: he shall gather the lambs with his
arm, and carry them in his bosom, and shall gently lead those that are with

young.

Psalm 23:1-6

V. The LorD is my shepherd; * therefore can I lack nothing.

R. He shall feed me in a green pasture, * and lead me forth beside the
waters of comfort.

V. He shall convert my soul, * and bring me forth in the paths of
righteousness for his Name’s sake.

R. Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil; * for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff comfort me.

V. Thou shalt prepare a table before me in the presence of them that
trouble me; * thou hast anointed my head with oil, and my cup shall be full.

R. Surely thy loving-kindness and mercy shall follow me all the days of
my life; * and | will dwell in the house of the LorD forever.

BCP 368

| St. Peter 2:19-25 BCP 172

This is thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward God endure grief,
suffering wrongfully. For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your
faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well, and suffer for it, ye
take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. For even hereunto were ye
called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye
should follow his steps: who did no sin, neither was guile found in his mouth:
who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened
not; but committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: who his own self
bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should
live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. For ye were as sheep
going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your
souls.

St. John 10:11-16 BCP 172

Jesus said, I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for
the sheep. But he that is an hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the
sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth: and
the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth the sheep. The hireling fleeth, because
he is a hireling, and careth not for the sheep. | am the good shepherd, and
know my sheep, and am known of mine, even as the Father knoweth me, and |
know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. And other sheep | have,
which are not of this fold: them also I must bring, and they shall hear my
voice; and there shall be one flock, and one shepherd.



